CHAPTER    IV

RE-ESTABLISHMENT   OF   THE   EMPIRE

AND  DISORGANIZATION  OF  THE

CENTRAL  AUTHORITY

714-41 Charles, known as Charles Martel, restores unity of rule.
751 Pepin has himself recognized as king of the Franks.
769 Final submission of Aquitaine.
771-814 Reign of Charlemagne, sole King of the Franks.
800 Charlemagne proclaimed emperor at Rome,
843 Treaty of Verdun.
887 Odo, Count of Paris, proclaimed king.
912 Settlement of the Normans at Rouen.

ESTABLISHED under the Merovingian kings in the midst of the
Gallo-Roman population, the Franks had achieved hardly any
lasting work beyond destroying regular government, plunging the
land back into a state of war, and ruining the conditions under
which Roman civilization had grown up. The rule of the Mero-
vingian kings crumbled away after two centuries, leaving no
positive results behind it. By the seventh century the Germanic
peoples of Germany-the Alamanni, Bavarians, and Thurin-
gians, who had been subdued by Clovis and his sons - had ceased
to obey them. The dukes of Aquitania had made themselves
independent, extended their dominion from the Pyrenees to the
Loire, and even ended by assuming the title of king. At the opening
of the eighth century the Moslems, Arabs, and Berbers from Africa
conquered the whole of Spain and occupied the Mediterranean
region between the Pyrenees and the Rh6ne as far as Aries.

JTHE RISE OF THE GAROLINGIAN FAMILY

In the seventh century the Franks who had remained in the
eastern region, or Australia, where they formed the bulk of the
population, rose to a predominant position in place of the Franks
of Neustria, It may be assumed that they were better disciplined,